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commissioned by 

Christ, gathered     

together in faith to 

glorify God and    

nurture spiritual 

growth through   

worship and service. 

St. Paul’s Matters 
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Service begins at 

10:45 AM. 

We are located at 

319 Prescott 

Street at the   

corner of Mary 

Street in 

Kemptville,    

Ontario. 
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Signs of Renewed Life 

 We are now in March. At this time of the year, most 

of us - who did not have the chance to travel south - find 

ourselves yearning for spring.  

 I find myself waiting for the trees to begin budding, 

the days to get a little longer, and the warmth of the sun 

to bring back the color of the grass and cause flowers to 

bloom.  

 I love spring! I enjoy so much the signs of new and 

renewed life. I want to see it, taste it, and hear the 

sounds of birds in the morning.  

 For many of us, spring also is a time where we    

celebrate Lent.  

 Although we have celebrated Lent for many years, I 

would like to review and remind you of the meaning and 

significance of the Lent season. 

 Lent is the forty day period (excluding Sundays)  lead-

ing up to Easter. The season begins on Ash Wednesday.  

 This forty day period is set aside as a time of      

preparation for Easter and involves the practice of    

spiritual disciplines such as intentional prayer, study,  

fasting, and service.  

 It is a time where we desire to grow spiritually, and 

seek to experience a more meaningful life.  

 Many will “give up” a certain lifestyle practice during 

the Lent. Some will “take on” a particular practice during 

these forty days.  

 Some would fast on a certain day or days every week 

during the Lent.  

 Others try to discipline themselves to dedicate fifteen 

minutes every day for prayer and meditation.  

 Still, some others might choose a different way to 

observe Lent such as giving up drinking coffee in Coffee 

Shops and donating the money they saved into a mission 

project.  

 How one chooses to observe and create a new habit 

for Lent is really up to the individual.  

 Simply, the new habit aims to increase our awareness 

of God’s presence in our lives and develop a greater 

appreciation for what God has done for us in the death 

and resurrection of Christ Jesus.  

 Each time we consider what we’ve given up or taken 

on, our minds can focus on the grace and love of God 

that is ours in Christ.  

 Furthermore, in these moments we can consider 

what God is asking us to do in service to His purpose for 

our life, our community or our world. So, what will be 

your practice this year during Lent?  

 If you’re running short on ideas, please feel free to 

reach out to me and I’ll be happy to help with some  

suggestions.  

 May our Lenten journey bring us closer to God’s 

Realm, may our Lord use this season of spiritual        

reflection to further His work in our lives, and may we all 

be open to our own human weakness, living boldly but 

humbly in God’s eternal grace and love.  

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Samer Kandalaft 

The Sunday  

Service at our  

sister church 

Knox  

begins at 

9:15AM. 

They are located 

at 

2227 Simms St. 

in Mountain. 
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DID YOU KNOW 

THAT OUR WEB-

SITE AT ST. 

PAUL’S IS UP-

DATED EVERY 

WEEK? IT IS A 

GREAT PLACE 

TO LOOK FOR      

PHOTOS AND    

INFORMATION.  

YOU CAN FIND 

IT AT: 
 

stpaulskemptville.ca 
 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU KNOW 

OF FRIENDS OR 

NEIGHBOURS 

WHO WOULD 

LIKE TO RECEIVE 

OUR           

NEWSLETTER BY 

EMAIL,          

CONTACT  

JIM ARMOUR AT 
j.armour@cogeco.ca  

 

 

 

 

HOLY  

COMMUNION 

WILL BE HELD 

ON: 

 

April 9, 2017 

June 4, 2017 

October 1, 2017 

 

When Thinking of Mom - Submitted by Heather Stewart 

Visions of mothers combine all that is good in the 

ups and downs of Motherhood. Mother means 

“nurture” – to help us to grow into one of those 

people we’d all like to know. Mother means “heart” 

– that is made of true gold, that is molded and  

burnished as the years unfold. A heart that expands 

as the time goes by with a seemingly endless source 

and supply of the love and the warmth she so freely 

gives to those who surround her as long as she 

lives. 

 

Mothers create a comforting nest of wide open 

arms where you go for a rest, from your thoughts 

and your moods – when you’re happy or low, a 

Mother is “home” and that’s where you go. From 

the days when she taught you to pray on your 

knees, to be kind and polite and to always say 

“please”: where you ran as a child when you were 

distressed, who knew that an ice cream meant 

shear happiness. A Mother can see what no words 
can explain: she knows where you’ve been, if you’re 

sad or in pain. You always know her guidance is 

there when it seems there is no friend left to care. 

 

She knows your mistakes, your faults, imperfec-

tions, but always has faith to guide your direction, 

and gives you the freedom to do it your way, so 

you can say “I am me, and I know it” someday. 

A Mother means “giving” in true sense of the word, 

of her time, love and self to the rest of the world. 

The only time “take” is a part of her day is when 

she so wants to take pain and sadness away. 

If only Moms knew it – do you think that they do? 

Know each day of the year is a “Mother’s Day” too? 

Do you think that they know “Mom” means “I love 

you”? I hope my Mom knows that I do, I sure do. 

A Prayer for Easter 

God of life,  

We thank you for the miracle of Easter.  

We pray for great joy for ourselves and all people.  

We pray especially for those who will join us for worship  

And whose lives are filled with pain, loss, or deep sadness.  
May they sense how the resurrection is a source of great hope. 

Amen. 
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“Hale Maluhia - House of Peace” Submitted by Janet Stark 

 Roger and I had a wonderful winter vacation in Hawaii in 

January.  We stayed on Oahu for the first week, with friends, 

and then flew to the “Big Island” of Hawaii.   

 We stayed a week at a hillside country inn called, “Hale 

Maluhia.”  This was owned by a retired minister and it was man-

aged by a Christian couple.  It had about eight guest rooms.  

 Unknown to us, the managing couple had prayed for us, and 

every guest before they arrived.  They left a box of macadamia 

nut chocolates on our bed, and they were practically inhaled in 

short order! 

 Every morning the guests came for breakfast, a sumptuous 

omelette bar.  We had Kona coffee and local fruit.  After break-

fast, the 84-yr old owner, Rev. Ken Smith invited anyone to join 

his staff for Bible study.   

 Roger & I decided to join them on the first day, and they 

were studying Hebrews 10.  We were amazingly blessed with 

Ken’s knowledgeable and confident teaching.  We joined in for 

all six Bible studies and on the Sunday we went into the village 

to worship at the oldest Hawaiian church of 1820.   

 Hale Maluhia is situated on a hairpin turn, half-way up the 
coffee farm hills.  Wild chickens run everywhere!  At night we 

could hear the serenade of small frogs. There are green geckos 

everywhere, indoors and out!  Even though it was “winter”, 

there were flowers and fruit in the trees. It was such a different, 

tropical environment! 

 What we both found refreshingly different about Ken’s 

teaching is that he is an apostolic Christian.  This means he is 

non-denominational, and believes “church” should be made up 

of small groups sharing in their homes.    

 He doesn’t believe that the church’s move to big expensive 

buildings and lots of levels of governments and structures were 

meant to be what Jesus had in mind.  He endorses believers 

using the gifts and fruits of the spirit to live in Christian commu-

nity.  What a concept!   

 We have swayed so far from this path, and Roger and I 

wondered how we could ever go back to the ways of the early 

church.  Ken knew his Bible and we were impressed with the 

way he “unlocked” the scriptures.   

 Church denominations seem to focus on either evangelism, 

or holiness, or power.  He believes there should be a balance of 

all three:  evangelism is an expression of love, holiness is re-

spect for liturgy and the scriptures and power is experiencing all 

that the Holy Spirit has for us.  This is also mirrored in the 

Trinity:  love of Christ, holiness of God, and power of the Holy 

Spirit.   

 He taught us about Revelation, a book that is so hard to 

understand.  What I found incredible, is that Ken has been well-

educated in theology and has participated at a high level in sev-
eral main-line church denominations.   So he speaks of what he 

has experienced.  He has written a book called “Keys to the 

Kingdom” which I brought home with me. 

 We left for our final week at a macadamia nut and fruit farm 

feeling very blessed!   

 If you would like to check out Ken Smith’s ministry, Trinity 

Fellowship International, go to:  http://www.trinity-aloha.org/

index.html 
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Good News and a Challenge from the Board of Managers 

Update on the Sale of the Manse 

 At the annual meeting which was held after church on Feb-

ruary 26, the Board of Managers gave an update to our report 

about a potential sale of the Manse. 

 Negotiations have been going back and forth between real 

estate agents about the sale.  The potential buyer indicated a 

willingness to buy the Manse for $270,000 with several condi-

tions being met.  The conditions included a building inspection, 

being able to obtain financing, insurance and permission from 

the town to install a new driveway on the north side of the 

house.  The conditions of sale had to be met by March 2nd. 

 Early in the morning of March 2nd, a video inspection of the 

main drain line from the house to the town sewer line was done 

by plumbers, Brooks and Cryderman.  This inspection         

uncovered some tree roots penetrating the line near the house.  

At this point the line is not blocked, but it became apparent that 

line should be repaired. 

 The clients came back to the Board with a new counter 

offer that they would take away all conditions but one, and have 

asked for a $2000 reduction in the selling price to help them 
finance the repair of the drain.   

 We should also mention that the drain line inside the    

basement of the Manse is badly cracked and will need replacing 

along with galvanized water pipes.  We scurried around and 

contacted all the Board members and have received approval to 

accept the client's offer to purchase the Manse for $268,000.   

 They still need to receive appropriate financing.  Their  

deadline for this is March 6th.   

 Jenn Green our sales agent for the Manse feels that the sale 

will complete successfully.  The closing date for the sale to  

finalize is April 5th by which time a new deed and necessary 

paperwork will need to be completed  by our lawyer. 

 It has been a long and challenging journey for the Board of 

Managers to first assess the condition of the Manse and make a 

recommendation to the church to fix or sell the Manse, then for 

Cathy Verhey to deal with the Town, County and lawyers to 

have the property severed from the Church property and finally 

to prepare the Manse for showing and sale.    

 All have been very supportive of our efforts and we are truly 

grateful.  It is our hope that we will soon be in a position to 

begin paying our Minister a housing allowance so that he and his 

family can relax in their new home and serve our congregation 

with renewed energy. 

 

Church Plumbing Issues 

 As indicated at the annual meeting we have been           

experiencing issues with a plugged drain pipe to the town sewer 

line.  On two occasions we have had to call in the plumber to 

clear the line.   

 The first time we discovered that sanitary products had 

been flushed down the toilet.  These items should be deposited 

in the containers provided in the washrooms.   

 The second plugged drain also resulted in overflowing toilets 

downstairs.  It was cleared by the plumber and we requested a 

video surveillance be done of the drain line.  This showed that 
the line is damaged and coming apart in places causing restricted 

flow.   

 It was the plumber's opinion that the line should replaced as 

it was installed in the fifties or sixties and is beginning to decay. 

The cost to replace the main drain line could be in the range of 

$15,000 (give or take).   

 The Board is consulting with experts and looking for ways 

to reduce the cost using heavy machinery.   

 The "fix" would likely not happen until the spring, but we 

will keep the congregation updated on developments as we 

receive more information on the best way to tackle the job. 

 In the meantime we ask for everyone to treat our drain 

system with care especially at large gatherings like the spaghetti 

dinner and other such events. 

  

Save the Date - Yard Sale on May 6th 

  
 The Spring Yard Sale and Barbeque will be held on 

Saturday, May 6.  The event will run from 8 am to 2 pm, 

rain or shine.   

 This annual fundraiser, hosted by the St. Paul's Youth 

Group, is in its 3rd year and has been very success-

ful thanks to the generosity of the congregation.   

 We are once again asking everyone to consider do-

nating any unwanted, gently used items to the yard sale.   

 Large or small, we accept them all!   

 More information about pick-up will be available clos-

er to the date, but please put items aside and keep the 

yard sale in mind while you do your spring cleaning.   

 For more information, please email Corina Blondin at 

cdblondin@gmail.com. 
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Volunteer Appreciation Sunday 

Don’t Forget - First Sunday of the Month is Food Bank Sunday 

 Our congregation has a strong sense of mission. One of the 

ongoing missions at St. Paul’s is supporting the Food Bank in North 

Grenville operated by The Salvation Army. 

 The first Sunday of every month has been designated as Food 

Bank Sunday - the day when we dedicate this special offering to the 

glory of God. Please make the Food Bank part of your giving routine 

and place your donations in the baskets at the back of the church. 

 Items needed include pasta, pasta sauces, canned meat and fish, 

peanut butter, assorted nuts, beans, soups, stews, canned vegetables 

and fruit, whole grain cereals, infant foods and baby formula. 

Spring Cleaning at Gracefield Camp and Conference Centre 

If you can spare a day or two, Gracefield needs your help. Yes, it's work but it's also a time for fun, fellowship, getting away from your 

normal routine and stresses - and a time to spend with God and help take care of God's natural world! 

 

    DATE:     Apr 29-30 and/or May 6/7 

    PLACE:  Gracefield 

    COST:     Meals / accommodations provided 

 

Contact the Gracefield office: (info@gracefieldcamp.ca) or call (819-463-2465) for more information. 
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Page 8 Poet’s Corner – Submitted by Gerald Anderson Key Contacts at 

St. Paul’s 

Presbyterian 

Church 
 
 

Reverend Samer 

Kandalaft 
613-258-6654 

samshahr@hotmail.com 
 

Heather Stewart 

Clerk of Session 
613-258-5132 

hr.stewart@cogeco.ca 

 

Allan Jorgensen 

Chair, Board of 

Managers 
613-258-3264 

dialjorg2@gmail.com 

 

Steven Verhey 

Organist and Choir 

Director 
613-258-7620 

csverhey1@gmail.com 
 

Corina Blondin 

Superintendent of 

Church School 
613-258-9625 

cblondin@cogeco.ca 
 

Margaret Armour 

Corina Blondin 

Youth Group 
613-258-7577 

m.armour@cogeco.ca 
and 613-258-9625 

cblondin@cogeco.ca 

 

Judy Messenger 

Women’s Missionary 

Society 
613-258-5538 

dmessenger@magma.ca 

 

Jim Armour 

Newsletter Editor 
613-258-7577 

j.armour@cogeco.ca 

  

THE FLIGHT OF THE GEESE 

   

I HEAR the low wind wash the softening snow, 

The low tide loiter down the shore. The night, 

Fulfilled with April forecast, hath no light. 

The salt wave on the sedge-flat pulses slow. 

Through the hid furrows lisp in murmurous flow 

The thaw’s shy ministers; and hark! The height 

Of heaven grows weird and loud with unseen 

flight 

Of strong hosts prophesying as they go! 

 

High through the drenched and hollow night 

their wings 

Beat northward hard on winter’s trail. The 

sound 

Of their confused and solemn voices, borne 

Athwart the dark to their long arctic morn, 

Comes with a sanction and an awe profound, 

A boding of unknown, foreshadowed things. 
 

 Sir Charles George Douglas Roberts 

SUGARING TIME 

 

The crows above the woodlot 

Are out on flapping wings, 

And in the dooryard maple 

An early robin sings; 

Beside the barn the cattle 

Stand warming in the sun, 

And it is clear that spring is here 

And sugaring has begun. 

  

Go yoke the brindle oxen, 

And get the draw tubs out, 

The maple grove shall echo 

The teamster’s hearty shout; 

Old Jack, the dog, is waiting 

To help the work along; 

At every tree a bucket, 

In every heart a song. 

  
Is there a season dearer 

Than this to country folk, 

When every old brown sugarhouse 

Is sending up its smoke? 

We’ve weathered the long winter 

That sealed our northern clime 

And thank the Lord, we’ve lived to see 

Another sugaring-time. 

 

 Florence Boyce-Davis 

HOW DOTH THE LITTLE BUSY BEE 

 

How doth the little busy bee 

Improve each shining hour, 

And gather honey all the day 

From every opening flower! 

 

How skilfully she builds her cell! 

How neat she spreads the wax! 

And labors hard to store it well 

With the sweet food she makes. 

 

In works of labor or of skill, 

I would be busy too; 

For Satan finds some mischief still 

For idle hands to do. 

 

In books, or work, or healthful play, 

Let my first years be passed, 

That I may give for every day 
Some good account at last. 

 

Isaac Watts 


