
 

St. Paul's is a family, 

commissioned by 

Christ, gathered     

together in faith to 

glorify God and    

nurture spiritual 

growth through   

worship and service. 

St. Paul’s Matters 

Our Sunday 

Service begins at 

10:45 AM. 

We are located at 

319 Prescott 

Street at the   

corner of Mary 

Street in 

Kemptville,    

Ontario. 

www.stpaulskemptville.ca          Summer - 2017 

Thank You for the Gift of Music 

As we celebrate our Choir Director's twenty 

years of ministry here at St. Paul's Presbyterian 

Church, I would like to take a moment to thank 

Steven Verhey and St. Paul's Choir for blessing us 

every Sunday and every special occasion with 

their gift of music, singing and leadership. 

 

Steve, you are simply amazing. We appreciate 

the many hours you spend    picking the right 

anthems, hymns and directing the choir practice 

in order to bring the most inspiring words and 

music to us which bring our convictions of faith 

deeper into our hearts and lives. 

 

Someone said that organists play their           

instrument with both hands and feet, all four 

working together in splendid coordination for 

the outflow of melody. 

 

I recall the times when you played more than 

one instrument at the same time in order to help 

us perceive the magnificent nature of God and 

the glory of His Grace in Christ Jesus.         

 

Thank you for your musical contribution to the 

life of St. Paul's over the past two decades. 

  

Thank you, Choir members for all the wonderful 

blessings you add to our worship services. Your 

faithfulness is astounding. Even in the coldest 

days of winter, you never miss a Thursday     

rehearsal or Sunday worship service. Without 

your voices, we surely confess that the services 

would be less meaningful than it is.  

 

Martin Luther wrote, “I truly desire that all Chris-

tians would love and regard as worthy the lovely gift 

of music, which is a precious, worthy, and costly 

treasure given to mankind by God… Next to the 

Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. The 

gift of language combined with the gift of song was 

given to man that he should proclaim the Word of 

God through Music.” 

 

And so we say a big THANK YOU to our Choir 

Director and to St. Paul's Choir. God Bless you. 

Please keep it up. We hold you in high esteem. 

 

Rev. Samer Kandalaft and the  

Congregation of St. Paul's 

The Sunday  

Service at our  

sister church 

Knox  

begins at 

9:15AM. 

They are located 

at 

2227 Simms St. 

in Mountain. 
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DID YOU KNOW 

THAT OUR WEB-

SITE AT ST. 

PAUL’S IS UP-

DATED EVERY 

WEEK? IT IS A 

GREAT PLACE 

TO LOOK FOR      

PHOTOS AND    

INFORMATION.  

YOU CAN FIND 

IT AT: 
 

stpaulskemptville.ca 
 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU KNOW 

OF FRIENDS OR 

NEIGHBOURS 

WHO WOULD 

LIKE TO RECEIVE 

OUR           

NEWSLETTER BY 

EMAIL,          

CONTACT  

JIM ARMOUR AT 
j.armour@cogeco.ca  

 

 

 

 

HOLY  

COMMUNION 

WILL BE HELD 

ON: 

 

October 1, 2017 

December 3, 2017 

March 25, 2018 

 

Update from the Board of Managers 

 Since our last report to the congregation via the 

newsletter, the Board has been busy with a number 

of important items. 

 We are of course delighted that the sale of the 

Manse has closed, the proceeds from the sale have 

been received and the trustees have invested the 

money.  

 The selling price was $268,000.  Out of that we 

have paid real estate commissions which left us with 

$253,559.   

 Other expenses including severance of the 

Manse property from the church property, lawyer 

fees and moving costs amounted to $13,813.   

 We have withheld $10,500 which we borrowed 

from our investments which leaves us with a net 

sum of $239,746 which has been invested to     

generate funds for the minister’s housing allowance.   

 We are pleased with the quick sale and thank 

again Jenn Green who was our agent .   

 Thanks also to Cathy Verhey who has spent 
countless hours filling forms and meeting with   

municipal staff and our lawyer in order to get the 

severance done. 

 We have conscripted former Board of          

Managers member, Norm Sinclair to get quotes on 

repairing the sewer line from the church to the 

main sewer on Mary Street.   

 Our best quote is from Clean Water Works in 

Ottawa.  Their quote is $15,165.  They would  

insert a liner into the existing pipe.  They have been 

contracted to inspect the pipe and clean it to    

determine if this procedure can be done to our 

drain pipe.  This quote is considerably less than our 

second quote. 

 At our meeting on May 30 we welcomed Dave 

Daw from Summit Sound Inc., in Westport to give 

us a demonstration on how to improve the sound 

quality in our sanctuary with a new speaker system.  

 The Board was suitably impressed with his 

demonstration.  A quote for a suitable system is 

expected in the coming days.    

 In the meantime the Board has scheduled two 

more meetings in June to receive two other     

proposals for improving the sound system in the 

church. 

 The Board has also agreed to contact Hydro 

One to determine what, if any, assistance can be 

received to improve the lighting in our Church Hall.  

 We are proposing to replace the existing six 

light fixtures with six chandeliers incorporating high 

efficiency LED bulbs. 

 We were deeply saddened to receive a note of 

resignation from Joanne Pappas from the Board of 

Managers.  Joanne has served seven years on the 
Board, of which she served three years as chair.  

We thank Joanne sincerely for her service on the 

Board and the church. 

 Finally, we are excited about the upcoming Fish 

and Chip fund raising dinner on September 16th in 

the Church Hall.  Tickets are $15.00 and the meal 

will include salad, beverage and dessert.   

 We would like to pre-sell as many tickets as 

possible.  Tickets are available from the Elders or 

Board of Management members.   

 Make John Dalrymple smile and spread the 

word so we can make this a most successful fund 

raising event. 

A Father’s Prayer 

Give me a son, O Lord, who will be strong enough 

to know when he is weak, and brave enough to face 

himself when he is afraid - one who will be proud 

and unbending in honest defeat, and humble and 

gentle in victory. 

 

Give me a son whose wishes will not take the place 

of deeds; a son who will know thee - and that to 

know himself is the foundation stone of true 

knowledge.  

 

Lead him, I pray, not in the path of ease and com-

fort, but under the stress and strains of difficulties 

and challenges, let him learn to stand up in the 

storm. Let him also learn compassion for those 

who fail. 

 

Give me a son whose heart will be clear, whose 

goal will be high - a son who will master himself 

before he seeks to master others - one who will 

reach into the future, yet never forget the past. 

And after all these things, add enough of a sense of 

humor so he may always be serious, yet never take 

himself too seriously.  

 

Give him humility so he may always remember the 

simplicity of true wisdom and the meekness of true 

strength.  

 

Douglas MacArthur 
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“Our Grandson’s Hockey Tournament in China” - Dianne Jorgensen 

 For a week this spring (Apr.26-May 3) our grandson, 

Kai, was on a hockey team that went to China to be part 

of the Beijing World Minor Hockey International     

Tournament.  

 The purpose of the tournament was for China to  

encourage and develop the hockey program of young 

players in its country. 

 The team from Canada, called the Maplesoft Hawks, 

was sponsored by the former owner of Maplesoft      

software company, and the kids on the team were from 

the Ottawa area.   

 There were a few other corporate sponsors such as 

Tim Horton's, Hudson's Bay Co. and the Ottawa       

Senators, which provided souvenirs  for the boys to give 

to the players on other teams.  

 The tournament was held in Beijing, with teams from 

Finland, Russia, Latvia, Sweden, Czech Republic,         

Germany, Canada, and host country China.  

 Kai told us that Finland was the outstanding team, 

winning nearly all of their games, but the Canadian team 

won 3 out of 6 games....very well done, Hawks! 

 China paid for the boys' and their parents' accommo-

dation and meals for the week.  

 Kai reported that the hotel was quite nice, although 

the air conditioning wasn't working because the hotel had 

reached its electrical quota.  

 Most of the week it was 30C + in Beijing, the boys 

were provided with face masks, but the air pollution  

wasn't bad enough to need them at that time.  

 Another observation from Kai was that the rink ice 

tended to be soft in the afternoon due to lack of coolant. 

 Everything was well organized for the international 

guests. The teams had tour guides and buses that took 

them to The Forbidden City and The Great Wall of   

China.  

 Kai told us that the Great Wall was the highlight of 

the trip for him. He and his dad, Scott, also had the    

experience of some fantastic shopping in a market in  

Beijing, with a Chinese lady along to help them bargain. 

 The team happened to be touring the Great Wall 

when our Sens were winning one of their games.  

 The boys set up a cheering chant for the Sens on the 

Wall, and one of the parents took a video of them  

cheering for Pageau, then sent it to CBC, where the clip 

was played during a Sens game on TV. Very exciting for 

the boys! 

 China must have thought that the tournament was a 

success, as there will be another one again next year. 
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Dear Friends at St. Paul’s, 

 

I love the colour that spring brings. Emerging grasses, buds on trees, all in a thousand shades of green, interspersed 

with yellows, oranges, pinks and reds of daffodils, tulips and peonies. It’s such a time of change, rebirth and growth. 

There is so much to do as everything comes alive. I try to make the most of the late evening sun to dig up the garden, 

pull weeds and fix fences. Sometimes it is hard to stop, savour the moment and see everything that has been accom-

plished through the long sleep of winter. 

 

Now that we have reached the halfway point of 2017, I thought I would share a few of the ways that your support of 

Presbyterians Sharing has been impacting mission and ministry since the beginning of the year. 

 

In January we welcomed new international mission staff. Jacquie Bannerman began an eight-month young 

adult internship supporting refugees with the Reformed Church in Hungary. Nick and Becky Bauman began serving a 

two-year term with the United Mission in Nepal:  Nick as a general surgeon and Becky as an occupational therapist. 

While Nick has the primary assignment, both he and Becky are looking forward to helping where there is a need. The 

Reverend Joel Sherbino was appointed as a part-time liaison to support the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian in 

Malawi. He’ll do this work mostly from Canada, while he continues his ministry at Paris Presbyterian Church in On-

tario. 

 

In March, Presbyterian Connections was successfully launched. This new quarterly newspaper will connect 

Presbyterians across Canada, sharing stories to inspire and equip people for ministry. We are thrilled to have re-

ceived so much positive and encouraging feedback. One subscriber shared, “Even the name is inspired because in-

deed, this publication is just what we need to keep connected across the country. I especially appreciated the posi-

tive, hopeful and encouraging vibe of this issue.” 6,300 people across Canada have already subscribed. It’s easy to sign 

up for delivery right to your home at www.presbyterian.ca/presbyterian-connection.  

 

In the last five months PCC staff from Canadian Ministries, International Ministries, Justice Ministries, Ministry & 

Church Vocations, Stewardship & Planning and the General Assembly office have been out and about visiting and 

equipping congregations and presbyteries. Stewardship staff alone have connected with over 500 people in three 

provinces (B.C., Alberta and Ontario) through preaching, workshops and conversations about cultivating a culture of 

generosity. 

 

These are your gifts in action. We are grateful for your support and prayers as we continue to make mission and 

ministry happen together. 

 

Even though it’s spring, we know fall is coming. Soon we’ll be sending out material for Presbyterians Sharing Sunday, 

September 24, 2017. In the meantime, the national staff wish you a restful and relaxing summer. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

 

Karen Plater, 

Associate Secretary, Stewardship & Planned Giving. 

 

PS - Have you ever wanted to know how to make your congregational budget tell a story? Knox Calgary has shared 

their narrative budget with us. Check it out at - www.presbyterian.ca/stewardship/annual-giving-materials 



 

 

Page 6 

Report on the Youth Retreat at Gracefield - May 20th to the 22nd 

Gracefield Christian Camp - Summer Schedule 

 Approximately 20 youth from Ottawa and Seaway-Glengarry Presbyteries had a fund weekend retreat at Gracefield. 

The theme was Diverse, Yet One in Christ. Youth explored ways we separate ourselves from others - building walls 

to keep “them” out and “us” in - and ways to work together as God’s Body on Earth to tear down the walls. The guest 

speaker was the Reverend Shahrzad Kandalaft. 

 Activities included different types of worship, Bible studies, games, archery, canoeing, ropes, piñata-making (and break-

ing), and swimming (in very cold water.) 

 Thanks to everyone who supported or volunteered for this event. Looking forward to next year! 

Discovery - June 23-25, 2017 

 A weekend introduction to camping 

for ages 5 to 8 (with parent) 

 

Family Camp - July 5-7, 2017 

 Intergenerational camp with an  

optional canoe trip 

 

Grand Camp - July 30 - Aug. 4 

 A session built for grandparents and 

grandchildren 

 

Explorer - July 9-14, 2017 

 A week-long camp designed for 

campers aged 7 to 9. 

 

Pioneer I and II - July 9-14 & 23-28 

 Campers aged 10 to 12 participate 

in a variety of activities including 

canoeing, ropes, swimming and  

archery 

 

Frontier - July 12-14, 2017 

 Kids aged 12-14 will spend a week 

at the camp’s wilderness site where 

they will live in tents and cook 

meals over the fire. 

 

MADD Camp - July 16-21, 2017 

 A creative camp focused on music, 

art, drama and dance. 

 

Adventure Camp - July 16-21 

 A camp focused on building       

wilderness skills with an            

appreciation of nature 

 

Night Owl - August 6-11 

 For ages 14-16, this camp allows 

teenagers to sleep in and stay up 

late. 

 

Leader-in-Training - July 8 - Aug 4 

 A 200 hour training course which 

includes a canoe trip and internship 

 

For more information on camps, go to -  

www.gracefieldcamp.ca 
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From Homs to a New Home in Kemptville - The Nahhas Family  

On June 11th, the Nahhas Family gave a very moving presentation 

about the current situation in Syria. They spoke of the destruction 

in Homs, the struggles of the people there and how they helped 

those who were displaced. The talk ended on a positive note with 

their hopes for a new life in Canada and, of course, cake! 

Thank You Alf Semenuk and Pioneer Nursery 

St. Paul's extends a sincere thank you to Alf Semenuk of Pioneer Nursery for his donation of geraniums and alyssum 

for the flower garden and planters situated in front of the church sign. They are sure to enhance the church for the 

coming summer months. Your generosity is much appreciated.  



Page 8 Poet’s Corner – Submitted by Gerald Anderson Key Contacts at 

St. Paul’s 

Presbyterian 

Church 
 
 

Reverend Samer 

Kandalaft 
613-258-6654 

samshahr@hotmail.com 
 

Heather Stewart 

Clerk of Session 
613-258-5132 

hr.stewart@cogeco.ca 

 

Allan Jorgensen 

Chair, Board of 

Managers 
613-258-3264 

dialjorg2@gmail.com 

 

Steven Verhey 

Organist and Choir 

Director 
613-258-7620 

csverhey1@gmail.com 
 

Corina Blondin 

Superintendent of 

Church School 
613-258-9625 

cblondin@cogeco.ca 
 

Margaret Armour 

Corina Blondin 

Youth Group 
613-258-7577 

m.armour@cogeco.ca 
and 613-258-9625 

cblondin@cogeco.ca 

 

Judy Messenger 

Women’s Missionary 

Society 
613-258-5538 

dmessenger@magma.ca 

 

Jim Armour 

Newsletter Editor 
613-258-7577 

j.armour@cogeco.ca 

  

THE SWING 

 

How do you like to go up in a swing,  

   Up in the air so blue?  

Oh, I do think it the pleasantest thing  

   Ever a child can do!  

 

Up in the air and over the wall,  

   Till I can see so wide,  

Rivers and trees and cattle and all  

   Over the countryside—  

 

Till I look down on the garden green,  

   Down on the roof so brown—  

Up in the air I go flying again,  

   Up in the air and down! 

 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

TREES 

 

I THINK that I shall never see  

A poem lovely as a tree. 

 
A tree whose hungry mouth is 

prest 
Against the sweet earth's flowing 

breast 

 

A tree that looks at God all day  

And lifts her leafy arms to pray; 

 

A tree that may in summer wear 

A nest of robins in her hair; 

 

Upon whose bosom snow has lain 

Who intimately lives with rain. 

 

Poems are made by fools like me 

But only God can make a tree. 

 

Joyce Kilmer 

A PERFECT DAY 

 
When you come to the end of a perfect 

day, 

And you sit alone with your thought, 

While the chimes ring out with a carol gay 

For the joy that the day has brought, 

Do you think what the end of a perfect day 

Can mean to a tired heart, 
When the sun goes down with a flaming 

ray, 

And the dear friends have to part? 

 

Well, this is the end of a perfect day, 

Near the end of a journey, too; 
But it leaves a thought that is big and 

strong, 

With a wish that is kind and true. 

For mem'ry has painted this perfect day 

With colors that never fade, 

And we find at the end of a perfect day 

The soul of a friend we've made. 

 

Carrie Jacobs-Bond 

WHEN RING THE BELLS 

 

Lightly fall the Rains 

On Heads bowed down in Grace, 

And now the Summer Sun 

Dries each upturned Face. 

 

The Distant Bells are sparkling 

And sweeten Lilac air; 

Bright Rainbows flowing with the Wind- 

The Congregation stares. 

 

Daisies, Bluebells, joined in Prayer 

One Summer’s windswept Day, 

Knowing God and all his Blessings, 

While with the Wind they Sway. 

 

Dave Vahlberg 


